D

j m City of Duluth Police Department

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

2030 North Arlington Avenue, Duluth, MN 55811
218-730-5400 | www.duluthmn.gov | Gordon Ramsay, Chief of

Police
M | W N E 5 O T A
For more information contact Jim Hansen, Public Information
Officer 218-390-2232
DATE: 05/15/2013

NATURE OF INCIDENT: Enhanced Seatbelt Education & Enforcement

CASE

NO.:

INCIDENT DATE :05/20/2013

INCIDENT TIME:

INCIDENT LOCATION: Duluth and Surrounding Area
SUBJECT: Enhanced Seatbelt Education & Enforcement

BY: DPD Public Information Officer Jim Hansen (218) 390-2232

The Duluth Police Department, St. Louis County Sheriff’s Office, UMD Police Department, Minnesota State Patrol,
Hermantown Police Department, Proctor Police Department and Floowdwood Police Department are taking part in
a statewide Click It or Ticket enhanced Seatbelt education and enforcement campaign May 20th — June 2nd,

Nearly 41 percent of all motorists killed in traffic crashes on Minnesota roads during the last three years (2010-2012) were
not buckled up, according to the Minnesota Department of Public Safety Office of Traffic Safety. This statistic is another
alert for motorists to buckle up every seat, every time.

The Facts:

o During the last three years, there were 864 motorist traffic deaths in Minnesota of which 352 were not buckled up. In
an effort to reduce those statistics, a statewide Click It or Ticket seat belt education and enforcement campaign is
running from May 20 — June 2.

o Seat belts restrain motorists in the vehicle’s designed protective space, giving them room to live in the event of a
crash. Seat belts also keep drivers correctly positioned behind the wheel to help maintain control of a vehicle.

e The odds for injury in a crash are six-times greater if a motorist is not buckled up. An unbelted motorist can crash
into a windshield and slam into and injure other passengers. Often, an unbelted motorist is ejected from the vehicle
and killed when the vehicle rolls over them.

o In Minnesota, law enforcement will stop and ticket motorists and unbelted passengers for belt violations. Drivers and
all passengers must be buckled up or in the correct child restraint.

e Belt up in the back — it’s the law. Only 35 percent of the backseat passengers killed in crashes were buckled up
during the past three years.

o Low seat belt use is one reason traffic crashes are the leading killer of Minnesota teenagers. In last three years
(2010-2012) there were 103 teen motorists (13-19 years old) killed in traffic crashes — 46 (44 percent) of those
killed were not buckled up, according to the Minnesota Department of Public Safety Office of Traffic Safety.

The Tips:

e Motorists should wear lap belts low and snug across the hips; shoulder straps should never be tucked under an arm or
behind the back — not only is this unsafe, it is illegal.

o Children under age 13 should always ride in the back seat.

e Minnesota statute requires children under age 8 to ride in a federally approved car seat or booster, unless the child is
4 feet 9 inches or taller. In Minnesota, booster seats are required by law. Children should start riding in a booster
upon outgrowing a forward-facing restraint. A child should remain in a booster until they are 4 feet 9 inches tall, or
at least age 8. Boosters lift a child up so adult seat belts fit children properly.

o Pregnant women should wear the lap belt under the stomach, as low on the hips as possible and against the upper
thighs. The shoulder belt should rest between the breasts.

o Airbags are designed to work with seat belts to keep vehicle occupants in a safe position during a crash — airbags
are not effective when the motorist is unbelted.


http://www.dps.state.mn.us/ots/resource_catalog/seat_belts.asp

Child Seats a Focus During Click It or Ticket

In Minnesota, three out of four child restraints are used incorrectly — meaning children are riding in the wrong restraint or it
is not properly secured. Booster seats — required by law in Minnesota — are the most frequently unused restraint.
Booster-Age Children (4-7) Fatal and Injury Crash Facts, 2007-2011 in Minnesota:

o Of 11 killed, only three (27 percent) were properly restrained.

o Of 2,120 injured, only 918 (43 percent) were properly restrained.

o Of 5,847 who were properly restrained and involved in a crash, 84 percent were not injured.

Minnesota Child Car Seat Law and Steps
Minnesota statute requires children under age 8 to ride in a federally approved car seat or booster, unless the child is 4 feet 9
inches or taller. Here are the restraint steps a child should progress through as they age and grow:

. Rear-facing infant seats — Newborns to at least 1 year and 20 pounds; recommended up to age 2.
It is safest to keep a child rear-facing as long as possible.

. Forward-facing toddler seats — Age 2 until around age 4. It’s preferable to keep children in a
harnessed restraint as long as possible.

. Booster seats — Use once outgrown a forward-facing harnessed restraint; safest to remain in a
booster until 4 feet 9 inches tall, or at least age 8.

. Seat belts — A child is ready for an adult seat belt when they can sit with their back against the

vehicle seat, knees bent comfortably and completely over the vehicle seat edge without slouching, and feet
touching the floor. Children 4 feet 9 inches tall or taller can correctly fit in a lap/shoulder belt.

Seat belt education is a component of the state’s Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) initiative. A primary vision of the 7ZD
program is to create a safe driving culture in Minnesota in which motorists support a goal of zero road fatalities by
practicing and promoting safe and smart driving behavior.7ZD focuses on the application of four strategic areas to
reduce crashes — education, enforcement, engineering and emergency trauma response.

Check out this link for a Department of Public Safety video:

http://www.youtube.com/user/DuluthPoliceDept
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